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Speaker: Our very own
John Fafinski

St Vincent & Other Interesting

Ellen tells me that she “courted”
Mr Fafinski for some time prior to
Mr Fafinski saying “Yes” to pres-
ent to the group.

Mr Fafinski is an accomplished
diver and underwater photogra-
pher with many of his own U/W
photos hanging on his living room
wall.

Everyone, come on out June 14th
and see John'’s work.

Sue Jones - Dane County
Watershed Management
Coordinator

Our thanks to Sue Jones. Sue
explained that Dane County con-
tains parts of four basins (the
Lower Wisconsin River Basin, the
Grant-Platte-Sugar-Pecatonica
River Basin, the Upper Rocker
River Basin, and the Lower Rock
River Basin) and all or part of

20 watersheds. Of these areas
the Yahara River Lakes at more
than 18,000 acres of surface water
are the most heavily used, val-

INFO@FoOURLAKESScuUBACLUB.ORG

ued and unfortunately, abused.
Programs such as Yahara Lakes

Week which the Take A Stake In
The Lakes is part, the banning

of unnecessary phosphorus, rain
barrel projects, and assisting in
the development of a manure
ordinance have been essential

in the turn-a-round of our water
quality. Visit www.danewaters.
com for more details.

Raffle Prize

May winner: Deb Brookhyser
took home the hanging fish
wind chine.

This month’s raffle prize will

be “much stuff”. We have a “T”
shirt, size XL, a DVD titled Coral
Reefs - Canaries of the Sea, and
two mini aquariums. Wow! See
Howard at intermission for tick-
ets... cost unchanged since at
least 1985 - still 2 for a Buck!

Thanks

I'd like to say thanks to those
individuals who assisted in
either the Take A Stake In The
Lakes dives or the Dive For DAN
2006...or both. Further, a big
“Tip-O-The-Hat” to the sponsors
who supported the Dive For DAN
2006. Please |

support those
sponsors who
supported us!

DAN, Divers
Realm,
Diversions
Scuba, Fontana

Sports,
Four L akes Scuba Club, Global
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Manufacturing, Hill Electric — Madison
608.256.2983, Ikelite, [W Fisherd,
Lee’s Sewer & Drain — McFarland
608.255.7444, Pelican Products,
Roto-Rooter - Dane County
608.256.5189, and Shipwreck Tours

— Munising

An open letter from Pam
Blackledge

Love the Ocean? Get Involved.

Divers are important stakeholders
in ocean management. Whether
diving is our hobby, our business,
or our life’s passion, we deserve

a say about how fish and other
ocean resources are managed. The
underwater world is spectacular
—we all want our children to get
the same thrill as we get from
rolling off a boat into the deep
blue. We divers need to make sure
that in the future, our ocean holds
the same vibrancy and the same
life that we see today. It can't do
that without help from us.

There are many ways to do ocean
conservation: volunteering for
beach/reef clean-ups, donating to
your favorite non-profit, teaching
others about the sea, voting for
people who care about the marine
environment. It's the political
aspect of conservation that leaves
some divers wary: “I don't want
to get involved in politics, I just
want to dive!”

It's as easy-and important-as this:
Congress needs to hear from div-
ers about ocean policy. We divers
are privileged to be able to experi-
ence the ocean first hand. It's our
task to let everybody topside know
that what's down there is ours to
explore, ours to enjoy, and ours

to protect. We are both stewards
and ambassadors for underwater
ecosystems.

The good news is Congress is

working on ocean policies right
now. The Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Management and
Conservation Act is the principle
law governing marine fisheries
in the United States. You'll hear
it called MSA or just ‘Magnuson’
and it's the biggest opportunity
to do something good for ocean
ecosystems that's come up on
Capitol Hill in years. Magnuson
was passed in 1976 as a way to
strengthen our national fish-

ing industry. During the last 30
years, as fish stocks from Maine
to Alaska have steadily declined,
Magnuson has taken on greater
urgency as the main tool for
ensuring a healthy future for both
America’s fisheries and America’s
fishing communities.

Congress needs to hear that a
conservation-minded Magnuson

is important to divers. Both the
House and Senate are working

on drafts — they could really use
our input. Call your members of
Congress and let them know that
Magnuson must contain good con-
servation measures. Not sure who
represents you? There's a great
site — www.congress.org — where
you just plug in your zip code and
you'll have contact information for
your senators and House repre-
sentatives.

The Conserve Our Ocean Legacy
(COOL) campaign, based in
Washington DC, mobilizes div-
ers around the country to get
involved in ocean advocacy. If
you want more information on
Magnuson or how to tell Congress
that Magnuson is important,
contact COOL’s Great Lakes
regional outreach coordinator,
Pam Blackledge, 618-457-8722,
pblackledge@earthlink.net.

The oceans are ours, all of ours,

to enjoy and preserve for the next
generation. We divers are in a
unique position to advocate for
conservation. Pool’s open-let’s dive
in.

Pam Blackledge

Great Lakes Regional
Representative

913 S. lllinois Avenue
Carbondale, IL 62901
Conserve Our Ocean Legacy
www.oceanlegacy.org

A WRECK IN WAZEE
LAKE???

Wazee News
Keith Cormican
June 8,2006

I came across a 28 ft wooden
boat last winter and knew

this would be the one. | again
approached the County Parks
about putting a wreck in
Wazee Lake. With a bunch of
B.S. we are on our way to have
this wreck [a] REALITY.

After assurance that this

was going to fly, I then made
arrangements to have the boat
delivered the Parks Dept. (that
way | knew it would be on
their mind). By surprise they
even arranged our tax dollars
put to work. They put prison-
ers to work on prepping this
for the DNR inspection. Look
for this to be in the lake by
the end of June. Check out our
web site [http://www.wazees-
ports.com/] for more info.

Dive Shop Happenings
3 Little Devils

Sundays at 1:30 we offer a super
rental deal of only $20 for every-
thing you need. We will even
provide a buddy! Starting May or
June 2006.
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