
Speaker: Brendon Baillod
The Four Lakes SCUBA Club 
welcomes back Brendon Baillod 
-- Author, marine historian, 
researcher and collector of Great 
Lakes books. 

Mr Baillod will present Ghosts 
of Gitchee Gumee: Tales of 
Keweenaw Shipwrecks. Find 
out about the most dramatic of 
the more than 140 harrowing 
shipwrecks that occurred around 
the Keweenaw Peninsula in Lake 
Superior over the past 200 years. 
Learn how Great Lakes ship-
wrecks are located, documented, 
and preserved; and how they may 
be explored. Brendon Baillod 
co-founded the Great Lakes 
Shipwreck Research Foundation, 
an organization dedicated to 
researching, locating and preserv-
ing historic Great Lakes ship-
wrecks. The Foundation is based 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin (http://
www.ghost-ships.org).  o 

Thanks to Kurt Welke

Wisconsin DNR fisheries biologist 
Kurt Welke, gave an informative 
and sometimes humorous presen-
tation on fresh water mussels. We 
learned that mussels are complex 
creatures and that freshwater 
mussels can warn us of water 
problems. Kurt also touched 
on Madison’s “Most Unwanted 
Aquatic Hitchhikers”, the Zebra 
Mussel.  o

Raffle Prize
This months raffle prize will be a 
double: 1st, a glass fish desk orna-
ment. 2nd, a VHS video entitled, 
Whitefish Bay Ship Wreaks.  o

Ice Dive
By now you know that our pri-
mary date for the ice dive has 
come and gone...along with Lake 
Mendota’s ice.  Ken is watching 
the ice closely! Watch your E-
mail for updates as our back-up 
date comes closer.  Depending on 
weather, that date may float.  o

New Editor

I made the mistake of showing 
up at the January board meeting 
to pass off the “Presidential case” 
to our newly elected Prez; Ellen 

Evans.  After several ritual toasts, 
I found myself Editor.  I hope 
to continue the fine work Betsy 
has accomplished since she was 
appointed to this position.  I do 
have some of the tools to accom-
plish this task, but few of Betsy’s 
skills.  Be patient.  Please note, 
to make the newsletter yours and 
not mine, I will need your trip 
reports, photos, etc. See column 
1, page 3 for submission details. 
Thanks, Randy  o
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Bends Bummer: Bahamas 
Recompression Chamber 
Dumps US DAN Insurance 

By Underwatertimes.com News 
Service
 Nassau, Bahamas (January 23, 
2006) In a press release effective 
today, the Bahamas Hyperbaric 
Centre, LTD announced that they 
will no longer accept the Divers 
Alert Network (DAN) America 
insurance for payment of diving 
related injuries. All divers travel-
ing to the Bahamas are advised 
to either secure appropriate dive 
insurance from a source other 
than DAN America or be prepared 
to pay out-of-pocket for any treat-
ments related to possible diving 
accidents that might require a 
recompression chamber. The 
Bahamas hyperbaric clinic will 
continue to treat all patients as 
medically necessary.
The Bahamas Hyperbaric Center 
is said to be faced with increased 
financial pressures to keep its 
facility operational and its staff on 
ready alert, and as such, can no 
longer accept DAN America insur-
ance as payment for services.
This action only applies to DAN 
America (not DAN Europe, DAN 
Southern Africa, DAN S.E. Asia 
- Pacific, or DAN Japan), as DAN 
America is the only insurance car-
rier that has not settled its claims 
with the Bahamas Hyperbaric 
Centre, LTD. It is worth noting 
that the other DAN World orga-
nizations, PADI, Insurance and 
all other dive insurers worldwide, 
including major medical health 
programs in the United States 
and Europe, including National 
Health programs have settled sat-
isfactorily claims for hyperbaric 
medical services with our com-

pany and continue to be accepted 
at the chamber.
This announcement comes on 
the heals of a similar announce-
ment by SSS (Sub-aquatic Safety 
Services), with chambers in 
Mexico, Belize and Thailand, that 
they would no longer accept insur-
ance from DAN America over bill-
ing disputes.
DAN responded to the earlier 
announcement saying the dispute 
was over what constituted “rea-
sonable and customary” charges 
for treatment of decompression 
illness. DAN claims Mr. Mauricio 
Moreno, owner of SSS, says his 
charges are “reasonable and cus-
tomary,” even if the charges are 
significantly higher than similar 
services elsewhere.  o

Scuba equipment for free to 
4LSC members:
ü BCD: older Dacor, jacket 

style, men’s medium
ü BCD: older US Divers, 

jacket style, men’s medi-
um

ü Viking dry suit: fits 
Danny, orange, needs 
new neck seal, older, 
patched

ü Viking dry suit: fits 
Danny, black older, but 
in good shape

ü 7 mil Wetsuit: farmer 
john and top, fits Danny, 
older

Editor’s Note: Danny asks that if 
you want one or more of these items; 
you must be a Four Lakes SCUBA 
Club member in good standing!

Contact Danny at 821-0048 or 
djaerts@wisc.edu  o

Invention: Spy-diver killer
16:05 10 January 2006 

NewScientist.com news service 

Barry Fox

Spy-diver killer
If you are scuba diving, be sure 
not to swim anywhere near any 
ship or installation that has 
been protected by the Raytheon 
Corporation’s new “swimmer deni-
al” system. Otherwise you will 
very quickly feel extremely sick 
and probably drown.
Raytheon’s underwater sensors 
detect any unwelcome presence 
and trigger an underwater sound 
system that emits extremely 
powerful pulses of low frequency 
audio. The pulse rate and audio 
frequency are chosen to make 
human organs resonate like organ 
pipes, causing swimmers to vomit 
into their masks or suffer internal 
ruptures.
The idea of blasting very power-
ful sound at underwater targets 
is not new. It can even be used 
to detonate incoming torpedoes. 
But it can also cause havoc with 
marine life.
Raytheon’s new system is “green-
er” because the main sound pro-
jector, in the middle of the secure 
zone, emits sounds with power 
and frequency that are relatively 
safe. A dozen or so secondary pro-
jectors in a ring round the zone 
also emit safe pulses. But in the 
region near each secondary pro-
jector the main and secondaries 
combine to produce a sound which 
is decidedly dangerous.
Would-be spies or terrorists can-
not get through the ring but there 
is no widespread danger to fish, 
dolphins or whales.  o




